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ADVERTIYE MENT. 


N the following tract, I have endeavoured to vindicate the primary rights of 
the Engliſh Commonalty, conſidered as a component part of the confti- 


tution; and have poſited out a peaceable and effeftual mode of correRting. 


the abuſes bf zeprefemation, under the ſanction of their authority a 
power . ; 

It has been objected, that by the eftabliſhment of Committees and Dele- 
gations, a fourth power, unknown to the Conſtitution, has been called into 
exiftence—and that the ſenſe of the Pepple can only be declared by their re- 
preſeniatives in Parfiament. „ IF LIT: 

On the other ſide, we are called upon to attend to that fatal ſubject ion of the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament to the will of the Miniſter, from whence all 
our preſent calamities are derived - ſubjection evidently arifing from the 
imperfeQion of its conftitution, or, in other words, from the inequality of 
the repreſentation, the unwarrantable reftriions of that right of voting, to 
which every Engliſhman is intitled, and the prolongation of Pattiameats, be- 

'yond their ancient period. | 
In ſuch circumſtances can it be our duty to venerate the ſhadow, the ſub- 
Nance being long fince fled? Or muſt we, in a cauſe peculiarly our own, 'fit 
down in criminal inactivity, expectant that our rights ſhall be recovered 


by the unaflified exertions of our friends in the nuiſtocracy—or ſpontaneouſiy 


canceded te us by che crown? 


When the ordinary delegation ceaſes to expreſs the people's will, are the 
commons of this country altogether ceftitute of confticutional reſource? When 


ſuch doctrines are openly maintained, it becomes us not to reaſon but to act. 


The voice of the people is, and ought to be, a voice of terror to « bad 
government, — but it will ever be liftened to by an adminiſtration of a diſſer- 
ent character, with coffiplagency and delight, 

It ſurely therefore muſt afford peculiar plexſure to thoſe illufirious per- 


oY ;-who-now-poſteſs the reins of power, when they perceive themſelves 


encouraged and ſupported, in their generous efforts to reftore the conſtitu · 
| mm. grate ul voice of an applauding Public. : 


Athong the variourmeaſures, recommended for the purpoſe of reſtoring 


__ freedomrand independency tb parliament, Tmuſt confeſs there is one to which 


I em particularly partial. Jtis:cenaimly allowable for every citizen to pro- 
der by peaceful means, while the, queſtion, lies before the public in its 
preſent fate! of indetiſtan, that 'ſpteihc plan,” which, in hls own judgment, 
appears moſt agreeable to juſtice and the conſtitution, Vet, ſenſible that 
whatezer has the ſafittion of leſs than a majoricy, is not the act of the Com- 


mene-of England; 4 would not be underflood to with the eftabliſhment of any | 


other plan of reformation, than that, which upon @ fair appeal, ſhall ulti- 
mately approve itſelf to the general ſeoſe of an,enlightened people 


| Craven Strat, 3d of May, 1732, ; 
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CH AIRMAN of the MEETING : 


OF THE 


Freeholders of Middleſex, & c. 


SIR, 


nn ; TR E profeſſed deſign of your 
meeting, and the preſent alarming ſtate of public 
affairs, induce me to ſubmit the following ſenti- 
ments to the judgment of Yourſelf, and the other 
Gentlemen aſſembled; preſuming, if they appear 
to be founded in reaſon, they will not be the leſs 
regarded, on account of their being ſuggeſted by 
an unknown individual“. 72 


A 2 | The 


* It has been ſuggeſted to the Author of theſe pages, that 
It is poſſible the Parliament may be diſſolved, ſhortly after the 
bas 13 of the preſent receſs. Such an apprehenfion, if 
Juſtly founded, will probably operate upon the counties, to 
preſs the neceſſity of a ſpeedy inquiry into the expenditure of 
the revenue, and incline them ſtrongly to recommend the 
eſtabliſhment of certain ceconomical regulations, of no little 

con- 
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The degree of attention, which ought in rea- 
ſon to be paid by the repreſentative in Parliament 
to the inſtructions of his conſtituents, has often 
been the ſubject of controverſy, It has frequent- 
ly been contended, when upon various occaſions 
the ſentiments of the electors of England have 
been conveyed to the elected, that the latter were 
juſtified in paying no further degree of attention 
to them, than the arguments, conſidered inde- 
pendently of the authority of the perſons inſtruct- 
ing, or remonſtrating, appeared to deſerve. 


It has been urged upon ſuch occaſions, that 
the perſon, thus inſtructed, ought to conſider 
himſelf as the repreſentative of the kingdom at 
large; and therefore, as not under a particular 
obligation to obey the inſtructions of the county, 
or borough, which returns him. A movement 
of ſuch importance, as will hereafter be propoſed, 
mould be. founded on principles, which, like 


he. c b 
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conſequence to the well-being of the ſtate. Such topics, as 


have a more immediate connection with our political exiſtence, 
will doubtleſs not eſcape their notice. 

A people may be, for a time, proſperous and happy, 
when the perſons, to whom the crown confides the powers of 
adminiſtration, act in a manner conformable to the high im- 
portance of the truſt. | | | FER | 

A people is free, when ſuch.conſtitutional checks exiſt, as 
8 it impracticable for miniſters to betray the public 
cauſe. 

The happineſs of Engliſhmen ought not to depend upon the 
precarious virtue of a miniſter of ſtate; they have a right to 
* that it be founded on the ſolid baſis of parliamentary 
in 1 * | | | 

now ſome perſons, who, if the opportunity, which now 
preſents itſelf, of ſecuring this important point, ſhould he 
neglected, will be ready to exclaim Tims was—Afum of 
de Libertate Anglicand | 
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maxims of law, or axioms in geometry, admit 
not of debate}. 


With 
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+ The right of the electors of Great Britain, to adviſe and 
inſtruct their repreſentatives, and the obligation which the 


latter are under, freely to communicate and conſult with thoſe, 


from whom they have received their power, are founded upon 
the juſteſt principles The practice is agreeable to immemo- 


rial uſage; and it would have been happy for this country, 


had ſuch an intercourſe more frequently prevailed. A queſ- 


tion however naturally ariſes concerning the obligation of 


the repreſentative to obey the inſtructions of the particular 
diſtrict, or the borough, which returns him, when his 
deference to the ſentiments of other parts of the kingdom, 
the ſuperior lights he may derive from his fituation, or the 
dictates of his conſcience, would incline him to purſue a 
different conduct. | | 

The following caſe may aſſiſt us in the ſolution of this 

difficulty, 

Let us ſuppoſe that a member of the Commons Houſe of 
arliament is inſtructed to declare his diſſent, in caſe a bill 
hould be introduced, which has for its object the abolition of 

the ſlave trade—a practice ſo abhorrent from the dictates of 


humanity, and the principles of our religion, that I make 


no ſcruple of affirming, with a very excellent citizen, and 
reſpectable writer, that it ought not to be tolerated in a 
Chriſtian country, 

Let us further ſuppoſe, that the majority of the repreſen. 
tatives of the people have alſo been inſtructed by their conſti- 
tuents, to promote the introduction of a bill, for its imme- 
diate abolition. 

Let us, laſtly, ſuppoſe that the principles, on which ſuch 
a bill is founded, accord with the feelings, and the judg- 
ment of the member, who has received inſtructions to oppoſe 
It. | | 

In theſe circumſtances, it is demanded, what is that line 
of conduct, which it would become ſuch member to purſue, 
who, attentive to the dictates of conſcience and honour, is 
alſo willing to approve himſelf a friend to the rights of 
human kind: 

Since the publication of the laſt edition of this pamphlet, 
I have reconſidered this ſubject, and in conſequence of the 
further lights I have received, am now decidedly of opinion, 

STE that 


ar ww — 


4] 


With greater appearance of reaſon it has been 
contended, that the repreſentatives of the Com- 
mons, actually aſſembled in parliament, may 
permit to lie neglected on their table, the petition 
or remonſtrance of the moſt reſpectable, or moſt 


populous, county of the kingdom, if the ſenti- 


ments, contained in the ſaid petition or remon- 
ſtrance, be diſcordant with their own. 

Partial intereſts, and a partial conception of 
the point in queſtion, may with greater proba- 
bility be ſuppoſed to prevail in a county meet- 
ing, however reſpectable, than in the public at- 
ſembly of the nation. A declaration of opinion, 
in the ſtrongeſt language of remonſtrance, cannot 
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that it would be the bounden duty of the member thus in- 
ſtructed, either to comply with the requiſition of his conſti- 
tuents, or to reſign his truſt. | | 
The repreſentative is, properly ſpeaking, the proxy of 
the inhabitants of the diſtrict which returns him. He acts or 
he aſſents in the name of parties, who, by the inſtrumen- 
_ of his perſon, are reputed preſent in Parliament, and 
conſequently, ſhould confider himſelf as the organ of their 
will in every inſtance where that will is poſitively declared— 
If, however, it appears to the repreſentative, that the con- 
duct preſcribed, as may readily be ſuppoſed in the caſe 
before us, can by no means be nd Pine oy with his principles 
as a chriſtian, or his feelings as a man, he ſhould be allowed 
an opportunity of diveſting himſelf of a truſt, the functions 
of which he can no longer honeſtly diſcharge. | 
It is aſſerted by Mr. Burgh, in his political diſquiſitions, 
that there is no advantage within the reach of a particular 
people, that may not be obtained by parliamentary govern - 


ment, in as effetual a manner, as if every inhabitant of the 


country were to deliberate and vote in perſon. The poſition 
is ſtrictly juſt, provided an equal repreſentation were eſta- 
bliſhed, the right of univerſal ſuffrage reſtored, and the 
compliance of the repreſentative with the wiſhes of his con- 
ſtituents ſecured by the abolition of the undue influence of 
the crown, and the reduction of Parliaments to their ancient 
period, ; : 
1 be 


[8 


be unlawful, and may frequently be expedient ; 
and the right of petitioning is a privilege, to 


which the obſcureſt individual is intitled. But 


the power to reject, or to redreſs, muſt, in ordi- 
nary inſtances, be conſidered as veſted in the 


general repreſentative of all the commons of 
EnglandF. | 
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Every ſubje& of this State is not only authorized, but by 
the Genius of Engliſh liberty he is encouraged and exhorted, 
freely to examine the defects of the conſtitution—the errors 
of government—and the conduct of the perſons, employed in 
its various departments; and as freely to cenſure, wherever 

cenſure, in his — ſhall be due. I am ſometimes 
afraid, that the preſent inattention of the nation, to affairs 
of State, is a ſymptom of its approaching diſſolution. I wiſh 
to ſee the ancient ſpirit of my countrymen revive—T wiſh to 
ſee them a nation of politicians, and the principle of the fa- 
mous ordinance of Solon univerſally prevail. There are 
times, when it ſhould be eſteemed criminal in any perſon, ar- 
rived at years of diſcretion, not to have formed an opinion— 
treaſonable, when a fair opportunity preſents itſelf, not to 
propagate, and ſupport his opinion, by the force of argument, 
and every legal method in his power. | | 

For theſe and many other reaſons, the uſurped power of 
excluding the ſubje& from the galleries of the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament, more eſpecially as exerciſed of late 
years, appears tome a direct violation of one of the moſt im- 
portant privileges of the People. It deprives the elector of 
the opportunity of hearing, what it highly concerns him to 
know; and diminiſhes the force of that ſalutary apprehen- 
ſion, in the mind of the elected, which, in the midſt of the 
temptations he is expoſed to, has not unfrequently afforded 
eonſiderable aſſiſtance to his virtue. It defrauds-the true 
patriot of part of his reward, and ſhelters the perſon of the 
midnight aſſaſſin of the conſtitution, from deſerved ignominy 
and diſgrace; but I forbear. 

The only argument offered in juſtification of this practice, 
that deſerves the leaſt attention, is founded upon the idea, 
that foreign Powers may thus become more eahly acquainted 

with our national concerns. But ſuch arguments would have 


no 


For 
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For although it be allowed, that the inhabitants 
of a diſtrict, which returns a member to the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament, have a right to 
influence the conduct of their repreſentative, yet 
every other member, not ſimilarly inſtructed, is 
free to act as his own diſcretion ſhall direct. 


Hence, upon an application to the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament, if the petitioning party 
be a minority of the kingdom, the voice of the 
majority in Parliament ought to prevail againſt a 
minority of the conſtituent body. 


I am ſenſible however, that caſes may occur, 
particularly caſes of election, in which, the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament may extend its ju- 
riſdiction beyond the bounds preſcribed by reaſon 
and the conſtitution—in ſuch I do not hold, that 
the aggrieved electors, even of a ſingle diſtrict, 
can be concluded by a parliamentary vote. 


But if doubts have ariſen, concerning the obli- 
vation of an individual in the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament, to attend to the inſtructions of his 
immediate conſtituent, with very little appearance 
of reaſon can it be maintained, that the electors 
or freeholders of a ſingle city or county have 
a right to dictate the line of conduct to the 
Crown. 5 | | 
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no pies were the deliberations of the Commons Houſe of 
Parliament confined to the proper objects. It has, with 
reaſon, been aſſerted, that this branch of the legiſlature, 
of late years, has too frequently aſſumed the executive 
functions of government. | 

a The 


T's) 
” he King, the Houſe of Lords, and the Com- 
mons of this Country, fairly and adequately repre- 


ſented in Parliament, are to be conſidered, with 


reſpect to each other, as free and independent“ 


* 


* It was my intention, in uſing theſe ſtrong expreſſions, to 
impreſs upon the minds of my countrymen an 1mportant 
truth, the right conception of which may have a conſider- 
able influence upon their future conduct. | 

By theſe expreſſions, however, I would be only underſtood 
to mean, that, in caſe any one of the three diviſions of the 
Legiſlature ſhould refuſe to comply with the inclinations of 
the other two; or ſhould even be diſpoſed to act in oppoſition 
to them, the combined portions are not inveſted, by the con- 
ſtitution, with any authority to compel the diſſentient party 
to a concurrence with their meaſures, or legally to arraign 
its conduct. | . 

The proper rights and functions of each of theſe powers, 
and the paſſions incident to human nature, when placed in 
certain circumſtances, tend however, to unite them, on every 
occaſion, where the public good requires their conſent; and 
the ſame paſſions alſo tend to control, or moderate, their mu- 
tual actions, and effectually to prevent their union; when ſuch 
union would obſtruct the general welfare of the ſtate. I rea- 
dily acknowledge, that, in this ſenſe, no branch of the Le- 
giſlature can be conſidered as free and independent. They 
all are ſubjected, equally with individuals, to thoſe moral 
cauſes, which, in the moſt exalted ſtate of political liberty, 
with reſiſtleſs energy, though frequently filent, and unob- 
ſerved, control, direct and modify the actions of mankind. 

But I here am ſpeaking of the Engliſh conſtitution, ac- 
cording to its model of perfection, not tts preſent ſtate. 

Let any unprejudiced perſon conſult the Political Diſqui- 
ſitions of the late excellent Mr. Burgh; let him attend to 
facts, which muſt have fallen within his proper knowledge; 
and he may poſſibly be inclined to doubt, whether an En- 
2 Houſe of Commons is in being at this inſtant. Let 

im turn his attention to the riſing ſpirit of this much in- 
ſulted Nation, and it is poſſible he may conceive, that the 
preſent is the moment for giving exiſtence to ſuch a body; 
and that this might be effected, by meaſures perfectly conſti- 
tutional and pacific. 


. B while 


<a> — —¼d —— . — —— 


—— — 5 — 
— _ — I” 
— — —— 6h 


Os NG 
while the conſtitution ſubſiſts,. they are equally 


exempt from the moſt diſtant idea of mutual 
coercion and control. 


Tf, therefore, all the Commons of England, 
repreſented in Parliament, cannot preſume to 
dictate to the crown, without an infringement of 
its rights, how ſlender muſt be the claim of a 
{ſingle portion of the conſtituent body to fuch an 
high prerogative ? | 


This doctrine, I truſt, will not be found in 
the leaſt to militate againſt the acknowledged right 
of the people to new-model the Conſtitution, and 
to puniſh with exemplary rigour every perſon, 


with whom they have entruſted power, provided, 


in their opinion, he ſhall be found to have be- 
trayed that truſt, | 


I ſpeak only of a period, when, from the acqui- 
eſcence of the people, it plainly appears to be their 
will, that the form of government, already eſta- 
bliſhed, ſhould continue in exiſtence, 


Widely different from the preſent, would be the 
nature of my argument, and the energy of my 
expreſſions, were I treating of that ſolemn hour, 
when the delegates of a ftate, choſen according 


to forms, which not law and cuſtom, but neceſſity 


or expedience ſhall preſcribe, and aſſembling for 


the purpoſe of inquiring into the abuſe of power, 


ſhall fir in awful judgment upon the traiterous 
invaders of their rights. In ſuch aſſembly alone, 
I acknowledge the SovertIiGN power to reſide. 
To ſuch alone, the tremendous name of MAIESTY 
may with propriety be attributed. And com- 

es” pared 
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pared with its imperial juriſdiction, the prero- 
gatives of the Crown, the ſplendid privileges of 
the Nobles, and the authority of the Commons 
houſe of Parliament, either ſeparately conſidered, 
or combined, are leſs than duſt upon the ſcaleF. 


For the reaſons above mentioned, and others 
to which I ſhall not at preſent call the attention 
of my readers, the memorable petitions of the 
freeholders of Middleſex, and of other counties 
of England to the Crown, praying a diſſolution of 
the Parliament, appear to have been very ill calcu- 
lated to produce any falutary effect. To what 
purpoſe was it to prefer an ungrateful petition 
to a power, which you could not legally coerce ? 
Men poſſeſſed of power are not diſpoſed to part 
with it, upon the petition of the perſons, who 
have declared themſelves injured by its exertion. 
Such mode of ſeeking redreſs rather tends to per- 
pam the grievances, of which we complain. 
t cannot be conſtrued a breach of Privilege to 
aſſert, that the Houſe of Commons of that day 
was an ENGINE oF OyPpREssI10N, worked by that 


+ Great advantage would be derived to the community, 
were our Fellow Citizens, of the lower claſſes, properly in- 
ſtructed in the juſt and conſtitutional meaning ot ſuch terms 
as the following, viz. Majey— Subject. — Sovereign — Republic 
eyaliy—-Allegiance—-Rebellion—Treaſon—- Prerogative— 
King's Bread—King's Armie.— My People, &c. e never 
can expect to behold a proper exertion of the natural good 
ſenſe, and ſpirit of the Nation, until the underſtandings, 
and affections, of all orders of men, are emancipated from 
the influence of the falſe ideas, which ignorance, or the art 
of deſigning politicians have annexed to theſe expreſſions. 


B 2 very 
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will zfford a comment to this doQrine, 


[2 + 


very power, from which it was requeſted the de- 


Whether the ſame objections can reaſonably be 
urged againſt the following meafures, the wiſdom 
of your Aſſembly muſt decide. I will ſtate my 
idea, with all the brevity and preciſion in my 
power, | 


As there is reaſon to believe that other counties 
will ſoon follow your laudable example, in ap- 
pointing meetings, for the purpoſe of maintaining 
and ſupporting the freedom of election, it might 


not be improper for the county, which iets the 


glorious example, to draw the outlines of a regular 
plan, in which all the counties, that may here- 
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'* Theſe Remonſtrances of the Counties, ſo far as they 
were declarations of the opinion of the petitioning parties, 
reſpecting the tranſaction here alluded to, were perfectly 


conſtitutional. The error confiſted in requeſting or expe&- 


ing, as matters were then circumſtanced, that the Crown 
would interfere in the diſpute. There is a difference be- 
tween an obligation ſtrictly moral, and an obligation eſta- 


bliſhed by the ſanctions of Municipal law. There is alſo a 


difference between being obliged to receive a petition, and 
Pong obliged to comply with its prayer. 

enever it is in contemplation, to offer a petition to a 

wer, of whoſe friendly di 73 a doubt is entertained, 

the petitioning parties ſhould always aſk themſelves the fol- 


5 Fur viz. ſuppoſing our ſuit ſnould be rejected, 
e 


or paſſed over without notice, is it in our power to manifeſt 
ſuch reſentment, as may induce the rejecters to pay greater 
attention to a ſecond application. If the parties petitioned 
apprehend, that the 1 are pe desen of ſuch a power, 
they will, in all probability, attend even to the firſt requeſt. 

The conduct of the Engliſh miniſter to a ſiſter Kingdom 


after 
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1 
after be diſpoſed to purſue a ſimilar line of eonduct, 
may concur. | | 


With a view of facilitating the execution of 
any important meaſure, hereafter to be adopted, 
it would be expedient to inſtitute a general eſti- 
mate of the number of the inhabitants, contain- 
ed in the ſeveral: counties, cities, and principal 
manufacturing towns in this Kingdom; and from 
thence to form a calculation of the number of 
Deputies, which ought to be ſent by each, pro- 
vided it ſnould be thought requiſite for them to 
confer upon the proper meaſures for carrying 


their reſolutions into effect. 


As ſoon as theſe numbers are aſcertained, let 
the idea be communicated to the approved friends 
of liberty in other counties, and let it be ſubmit- 
ted to their judgment, whether it would not be 
expedient to eſtabliſn ſtanding Committees, and 
to have reſpect to the aforeſaid calculation, in 
their appointment. For inſtance; if the Middle- 


ſex Committee ſhould conſiſt of (thirty) members, 


the ſtanding Committee of Yorkſhire, Norfolk, 
Hampſhire, Huntingdonſhire, &c. ſhould conſiſt 
of a number, proportioned to the population of 
thoſe counties. | | 


It will doubtleſs appear an adviſeable meaſure, 
after ſuch ſtanding Committees have been eſta- 


bliſhed, that they ſhould communicate, from time 


to time, with each other, by their chairmen or 
ſecretaries, and, by their joint and ſeparate in- 
fluence, endeavour to induce other counties to 
follow their example; but it would, by no means, 
be expedient for them, to aſſociate in the proſecu- 

tion 
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tion of any invariable plan, until it ſhall appear, 
that a majority of the kingdom ſhall. be willing 
to concur in one deſign. 


Een this moment is arrived, the Compmitepes 
of each county may depute a proportionate num- 
ber of their body, to confer upon a proper form 
of remonſtrance to the Commons Houſe of Par- 
hament; in which may be ſet forth the grievance, 


the nature of the expected redreſs, with a ſub- 


joined demand of ſuch redreſs, within a limited 
time. ; 


It may in the laſt . appear ain los 
a form of remonſtrance has been approved by the 
Committees, that it ſhould be properly authenti- 
cated, as the public ACT of the combined coun- 
ties. It * d then be ready for preſentation at 
the bar of the Houſe, according to ſuch ſolem- 
nities, and with fuch attendance, as the laws may 
—_— and the i . e of the fubjett x mat- 


The abjedtion that lay againſt he idea inf a 
ſingle county petitioning Parliament, or of all 
the counties in ſucceſſion, would here have no 

lace. The counties, thus remonſtrating in com- 

ination, might juſtly aſſume a very different tone 
from the ſame counties without ſuch connection. 
The command would proceed from the principal 


to the delegate, from the maſter to the ſervant, 


againſt whom may be iſſued an immediate revo- 
cation of all diſcretionary powers, the moment it 
is perceived, that the concerns of the principal are 
likely to ſuffer, through the want of honeſty, or 
ability, in the perſon he employs. * 
e 


» 
4 9 r 
n _ 
2 « ” 3 £ 4 TS” hides ae n 
CE RE LD 99 r en as S — 
8 n 2 jo IA 9 C 1 y , 
£4 ; * 0 EP. . — 0 n 


SD 


The former plea of the delegate, that he'is a 
repreſentative of the community at large, may be 
urged againſt him, for here the community at 
large requires his compliance. 


It is alſo to be conſidered, that the members of 


the Houſe 'of Commons fit not in their own right, 
(like the King and Nobles) but as proxies for 


others; and the proxy ought in all reaſon to be 


regarded as annihilated, when the voice of the 
principal ſhall be thus diſtinctly heard. 


The King, the hereditary Nobility, and the 


Commons, form the conſtitutional legiſlature of 
this country. The particular manner, in which 
the latter give their voice is a ſubordinate con- 
fideration. If they could afſemble in perſon for 
this purpoſe, as was the caſe at Athens, and at 
Rome, the higheft reſpect would be due to ſuch 


tranſcendent authority: But as ſuch mode is li- 


able to very forcible objections, and indeed would 
be impracticable, the proper expedient is an equal 
and adequate repreſentation; and in ſuch a repre- 
ſentative, whether it be convoked by ordinary or 
extraordinary forms, I apprehend every power 
and privilege, with which a Commons Houſe of 
-> can be inveſted, do ſubſtantially re- 
def. | 


But 


. LY 


+ Tt is the proper end and aim of repreſentation, that 


the intereſts of all claſſes and deſcriptions of men ſhould, 

without reſpect of parties, be effectually conſulted, in the 
public ordinances of the nation. Whether theſe intereſts 
may be beſt ſecured, by attending to property, or to num- 
ders, is a ſubje& deſerving of the moſt ſerious attention; 


It 
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2 But let us imagine, for a moment, that an au- 
thority, thus reſpectable, on account of property 


and numbers, ſhould not in this inſtance be 
obeyed. - 5 


The perſons, delegated by the Committees to 
carry this mandate to the Houſe of Commons, 
report to the bodies which deputed them, the 
event of their remonſtrance. 5 


The Committees aſſemble the Counties, and 
make a report of their proceedings. 


Under theſe circumſtances, Perſons of charac- 


ter and influence may ariſe in each county aſſem- 
bly, and propoſe the election of a new commit- 
tee, formed upon the ſame principles, but in- 
truſted with more important powers *: it _ 

1 41 alſo 
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It has been ſtrenuouſly maintained, that it would be impo- 
litic to extend the election franchiſe to the lower orders of 
ſociety, and that greater diſorders, than what we already ex- 
perience, would enſue from ſuch indulgence. Others, with 
greater appearance of reaſon, aſſert, that theſe diſorders actu- 
ally ariſe in conſequence of the ſubtraction of thoſe political 
rights to which every Engliſhman is intitled, and certain 
defects in the mode of conducting Elections, which a few 
plain and ſimple regulations would remove. 43 

I beg leave to refer my readers, who are defirous of infor- 
mation with reſpect both to the matter of right and expe- 
diency, to the various publications of Major Cartwright, 
Mr. Granville Sharp, and the Rev. Mr. Northcote, who 


have unfolded the nature of the elective franchiſe, and de- 


fended the claim of every citizen to its enjoyment, with the 
utmoſt perſpicuity and unanſwerable ſtrength of argument. 
* A propoſition, ex 
ecived in the following terms. ; 
«© That 


preſſve of this idea, might be con- 
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| cient canſtitution and cuſtoms of this realm 


1 

alſo be expedient to recommend a general aſſocia- 
tion of the county, by the terms of which, the 
parties lay themſelves under a ſolemn obligation, 
as men of honour, and friends of their country, 
to agree to, and ſupport, every conſtitutional 
meaſure, which the major part of the committees 
ſhall think it expedient to propoſe, for the purpoſe 
of obtaining an effectual redreſs. ; 


The attention of the people will thus at length 
be excited—they will ſee before them a ſet of men 
who are guiltleſs of the charge of having betrayed 
the moſt important of all truſts—an entire confi- 
dence will be repoſed in them by their conſti- 
tuents—and the conſciouſneſs of this confidence 
will give additional vigour to every reſolution. 
Meaſures dictated by patriot'/m, directed by pru- 
dence, and fupported by a ſterner ſpirit of perſe- 
verance, than hath hitherto been manifeſted, will 
be the unavoidable reſult, What meaſures may 
be proper. to be adopted, circumſtances, with 


which every future hour will be pregnant, mult 
determine. I will not preſume, even in idea, to 


K 


©© That it is the fenſe of the inhabitants of this city or 
county, that ( ) perſons be appointed a committee for 
the purpoſe of deliberating with the committees of like-dif- 
poſed cities or counties, upon the ſtate of the Repreſentation 
that the members of this committee be hereby authorized 
to exerciſe all ſuch powers, as by immemorial uſage do be- 


long to the members of the Commons Houſe of Parliament 


that they be alſo inveſted with the further power of aſ- 


ſenting, in conjunction with the King and Hereditary No- 


bility, to ſuch regulations, as may be propoſed, for the 
Pane of eſtabliſhing an equal and univerſal repreſentation 
of People, in ſeſſional Parliaments, agreeable to the an- 
and, laſtly, 
that this commiſſion ſhall terminate at the expiration of 


DT ) months.“ 


5 C anticipate, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


31 
anticipate, what may be thought expedient by 
the concentrated wiſdom of an enlightened Peo- 


ple. | | 

I 'am however of opinion, that if ſuch combined 

aſſemblies ſhould in ſolemn council declare, that 

the preſent Houſe of Commons was diſſolved, 

ſuch declaration would be truly conſtitutional, 

and that the requiſite power would not be wanting 

to give validity to the decre. 


I am alſo of opinion; that whatever regulations, 
reſpecting the mode of electing repreſentatives, 
and the Mow of convoking future Parliaments in 
this kingdom, might be agreed upon in fuch con- 
vention, and ſhould afterwards be aſſented to by 
the Nobles and the King, ought to be regarded 


as conſtitutional ordinances of the ſovereign power, 


until they are repealed by a ſimilar authority; and 
that the aQs of every future parliament, convoked 
in conformity to the regulations thus eſtabliſhed, 
would have all the authority of law. ar 


The celebrated Junius, in a letter to Mr. Wilkes, ex- 
preſſes his doubts, whether the disfranchiſing the boroughs, 


could, de jure, be effected by an aft. of the Legiſlature, upon 


the general ground of improving the conſtitution.' He de- 
mands, by. what kind. of reaſoning it can be proved, that 
there is a power veſted in the repreſentative, to deſtroy its 
immediate conſtituent ? BY 7 | 

The principles advanced, and I truſt, eſtabliſhed, in this 


tract, will afford a ſatisfactory ſolution of this difficulty. 


They will, I hope, enable every reader to diſcern, that 
thoſe important and neceſſary regulations, which the preſent 
Houſe of Commons may have neither the power, nor the diſ- 
2 to enact, can, beyond all controverſy, be eſtabliſhed, 

y the paramount authority of an equal and adequate repre- 
ſentative, elected by the ſuffrages of all the Commons of 
England, for the very purpoſe in queſtion. | 


According 


4 

8 
= 
FS - 
£58 
E 
bs” 
* 
*M 
iY 
| y 


L239 1] 

According to this idea, no unconſtitutional 
coercion would be exerted againſt the remaining 
branches of the Legiſlature ; each would poſſeſs 
its proper independency, and freedom from exter- 
nal conſtraint; but would perhaps perceive it to 
be prudent to comply with the temperate claims, 
and wiſhes of the Commons. No other expedient 
would be neceſſary than the withholding of the 
ſupplies. | | EE 


Thus might at length be obtained the bleſling 
of an equal, annual, and univerſal repreſentation of 
the Commons: the only effectual remedy for the 
increaſing diſorders of our diſtempered N - 

Sar art 1 


+». 


t It may reafonably be preſumed, that the propoſed mea- 
ſures would be ſupported b the general concurrence of the 
hereditary Nobility of this — ; as every diminution of 
the preſent enormous influence of the Crown tends to reſtore, 
to that illuſtrious order of our fellow citizens, its proper 


dignity and conſtitutional importance. 


+ It lies not within the powers of my feeble pen, to de- 
ſcribe, in adequate language, the various good effects, that in 
all probability would be derived from this ſource, .One par- 
ticularly ſtrikes me at this moment, which has not hitherto 
been ſufficiently conſidered; and, as its object is improve- 
ment in virtue, I hope the friends of virtue will attend to it. 

As matters are circumſtanced at preſent, the number of 
perſons is comparatively ſmall, who can reaſonably expect to 
obtain a ſeat in that aſſembly, which, if formed according 
to the ſpirit of our conſtitution, would be one of the moit 
re ſpectable aſſemblies upon Earth. But were the duration of 
parliaments abridged—the ele ion of members leſs open to 
undue influence—and a plan of rotation and equal repreſen- 
tation eſtabliſhed, many Youths of ſpirit and ability, ani- 
mated by the proſpect of the flattering diſtinction, to which 
the free unbiaſſed voice of their fellow citizens might raiſe 
them, would learn to diſdain each meaner gratification, and 
fe?) within them ſentiments, riſing reſponſive to the voice of 
| | ng | virtue, 


2 J 
Thus, the fabric of government, reared by our 
anceſtors, at the expence of ſo much labour and 
blood, would appear in finiſhed beauty, and the 
popular pillar of the Conſtitution, thus ſet upon its 
proper baſis, would give ſecurity and permanency 
to the whole“. 
| J have 
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virtue, and of that honeſt fame, which, in the language of 
the Poet, Carmine gratior, aurem occupat humanam. 

I truſt there is more than one illuſtrious Senator, who fully 
can comprehend my meaning, and whoſe future rectitude of 
conduct will verify my words. | 

What the incomparable Beccaria ſays of an enſlaved peo- 
ple in general, holds true alſo with reſpect to thoſe, who find 
themſelves excluded from bearing a part in framing the laws 
and directing the public counſels of their country. Gli 
«© uominiſchiavr — id voluttuoſi, pid libertini, pid cru- 
„ deli degli nomini liber Queſti meditano ſulle ſcienze, 
meditano ſugl' intereſſi della Nazione, veggono grandi og- 
7 gettl, e gl'imitano; ma 2 contenti del giorno pre- 

ente certano frà lo ſtrepito del libertinaggio una diſtra- 
«©. zjone dall'annientamento, in cui fi veggono.“ 
Beccaria dei Delitti e delle Pene, p. 190. 


*The idea of an equal and adequate repreſentation was, 
ſeveral years ago, propoſed, and ably ſupported; in the Houſe- 
of Commons, by that intelligent. and inflexible aſſertor of 
Engliſh Liberties, Mr. Wilkes. And. in- the beginning of 
June 1780, the Duke of Richmond, to his immortal honour, 
propoſed a Bill for the eſtabliſhment of an equal repreſen- 
tation of the Commons in annual Parliaments, and the re- 
ſtitution of the right of ſuffrage to thoſe numerous claſſes of 
our fellow citizens, who, at various times, and on various 
pretences, have been deprived of this their beſt inheritance, 


and moſt effectual ſecurity againſt the reſtleſs machinations of 


deſpotic power. 

Were the meaſure now adopted, a FEDERAL UNION 
with the American States, productive of the greateſt com- 
mercial, as well as other political advantages, would pro- 
bably take place ; and this perhaps at no very diſtant period. 
Amidſt the preſent diſorders of our diſtempered ſtate, they 


may poſſibly eſteem it dangerous to be connected with a na- 


tion, fo nearly allied to perdition. | 
| The 


— 
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I have much to urge in confirmation of my 
opinion] am aware of objections and I am not 
unprepared to reply to them. But I mean not to 
treſpaſs any further on your 22 I ſubmit 
this general ſketch of my preſent ſentiments, with 
deference, to a ſet of Gentlemen, who I truſt un- 
derſtand the rights of their fellow citizens, and 
have already manifeſted a becoming ſpirit in their 
ſupport. | 


The leading principles of my 1dea may be re- 
capitulated in the following words. 


Alarmed when I recolle& the fate of former 
remonſtrances, in favour of the injured rights of 
Election ; I would ſuggeſt to my fellow citizens, 
that, although petitions from a majority of the 
counttes, when acting ſingle or unconnected, might 
be rejected, greater reſpect would be paid to the 


The arts, that have been uſed to inflame the minds of the 
People of England, againſt their brethren on the other ſide of 
the Atlantic, have hitherto proved but too ſucceſsful. I 
truſt, however, they now begin to fail; and that a temper, 
more becoming the ancient generoſity and humanity of our 
Nation, and more congenial to the ſpirit of the Religion we 
profeſs, will actuate our counſels. The great, the good Dr. 
Price has ſo ably touched this ſubject, that it would be pre- 
ſumption in me to add any further reflexions of my own. To 
his ſound and catholic doctrine I ſubſcribe with heart and 
hand. 

The principal ideas, contained in the plan now propoſed, 
have long been preſent to the mind of the writer. Strong! 
impreſſed with the perſuaſion, that an Engliſh Houſe of 
Commons, in order to its anſwering, in any degree, the 
purpoſes of its inſtitution, ought to be a rcal repreſentation 
of the people, he ſuggeſted to Sir George Saville his ſenti- 
ments, reſpecting the neceſſity and the praQticability of a re- 
formation, in the ſpring of the year 1776: communicating 
what is now made public, to that excellent citizen, in two 
private letters, under the ſignature of Salus Publica, origi- 
nally annexed to this addreſs. | 


+ Ita dum ſinguli pugnant, univer 7 vineuntur, Tacit. Agric. 
re- 


6 1 
remonſtrance of the ſame counties combined. i, 
As the voice of ſuch majority would, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
8 ing, be the voice of the Commons of this country. i 


I would alfo impreſs my Countrymen with a 
| perſuaſion, that if they wiſh to effect their politi- 
= cal ſalvation, it will be neceſſary for them ſteadily 
| to keep in view ſome ont ConsTITuUTiONAL PoINT, 
1 _ clear, diſtinct, and comprehenſive in its nature ex- 
i preſſed in terms, adapted to the underſtandings of 
| all orders of men—ſuch as the intelligent and the 
. virtuous of all parties will approve—and which, if 

attained, will not only render us an happy and an 
united people, but inſure the enjoyment of every 
national advantage to our lateſt poſterity*®. 


* The fingle meaſute, which, in my apprehenſion, would 
| correſpond, in every particular, to the characteriſtics above 
q recited, 1s the eſtabliſhment of a Commons Houſe of Parlia- 
1 ment, in exact conformity to the primæval principles of the 
| | Conſtitution of this country +. | | 
| Unleſs the independency of this diviſion of the Legiſlature 

| be maintained, its exiſtence can be but of little conſequence 
104 to the People. It is ſurcly a reaſonable wiſh, and it ought to 
00 be the with of every Engliſhman, that the Commons of this 
wall country may have their intereſts and inclinations conſulted, 
and attended to, IN THEIR OWN HOUSE. In ſuch 
circumſtances, it would never be in the power of an aban- 
It doned adminiſtration, with its dependent tribes of placemen, 
110 penſioners and contractors, to riot unreſtrained in the public 
1 plunder—ſacrificing, with unbounding prodigality, at the 
I! | thrine_ of deſpotiſm, the reſources of the preſent generation, 

and the juſt inheritance of millions yet unborn; while diſ- 4 

content, diſtreſs, and 0 7 85 prevail, in every part of this 9 


14 once glorious, happy and extenſive empire: or, to ſum up 1 
| | [| in a few words, what would require many volumes in the de 1 
. | tail, it would follow as a conſequence in immediate connec- 2 
T1918 tion, that the Public would for ever be ſecured, againſt the 9 
14 treachery and inſults OF ITS OWN SERVANTS. 4 
1 ; | : k 

1 F It is a ſatisfaftion to me to reflect that I am ſupported, with reſpe& to 7 


= : the principal doctrines ayowed in the preceding pages, by the followiag very 
1 te ſpectable authorities. 5 
« By 
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11 
Meaſures of extenſive utility are generally plain 
and ſimple, and 8 approve themſelves 
to the general ſenſe of mankind ; with reſpect to 
ſuch therefore UNSANIMITY may be expected. 


Ir is alſo to be conſidered, that the ſame legal 
exertion of. ſpirit, which, under the guidance of 


wiſdom and moderation, mould eſtabliſh one point 


of comparatively ſmall conſequence, would ſecure 


to us the poſſeſſion of the moſt 1 Important. n 


the influence of time and chance. 


That the friends of liberty and of their country | 
ſhould couMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER, and in 
all their reſolutions, ſhould LOOK FORWARD T@ 
FUTURITY ; appear to me to be maxims, ſtrongly 
ſuggeſted by the complexion of the times. 


F have only to add, that, when the times of dif- 


treſs, long predicted, ſhall arrive, the requiſite tem- 


er and prudence may be wanting for the concep- 
tion of ſuch ſchemes, as may be neceſſary for the 
ſalvation of our Country, But a plan may be 
propoſed—may be deliberated upon—and in part 
aſſented to, in that. hour el avi * 


| . the ſtorm. 


— I * * * * * 


% By the Common Lens; all freemen of 1 had a voice.in the Election 


« of theſe Knights, within the counties where they dwelt ; but now by theſe 


«< ſtatutes of 8th Hen. VI. and 1cth Hen. VI. they are refirained 0 ſuch as 
% have 408. au. per annum nn, the county. 
Dalton » Sheriff, p- 334. 


Weſtminſter Committee, March 20, 1780. 


Reſolved, « That annual Parliaments are the undoubted right of the peo- 
1% ple of England, and that the act which prolonged their duration was ſub- 
«« verfive of the conſtitution, and a violation on the part of the repreſenta« 
„% tives, of the ſacred truſt repoſed in them by their conſtituents. 

% 'Reſolved, That the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of this country 
— inadequate to the object, and a departue from the firſt principles of the 
conſtitution,” 

: A: 


% of our aſſociaton to promote.“ 


fat 
At & general Meeting of the City of Weſtminſter, April 6, 1780. 


' Reſolved, © That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the people of 
« England hate, and always had, a clear, uralicnable, indefeaſible right to 
«c an annual election of their repreſentatives, as well as to an adequate and 
<< equal repreſentation, founded upon ſtronger grounds than that of any act 
or acts of parliament, and that the attainment of theſe conflitutioral important 
obe, i; the moft effeQual expedient for refloring and ſecuring the independence 
« of Partiarent.” 

Council Chamber, Guildhall, Aptil 7, 1780. 


„The noble and manly proof which your Lordſhip has given in your let- 
ter to the county of Wilts of your decided concurrence in the undoubted 
right of the people to ſhort parliaments, and the neceſſity of a more equal 
repreſentation, cannot but increaſe our regard, eſteem and confidence; 
and your Lordſhip in your further proſecution of thoſe great conftitutional 
objects, may depend on the moſt firm and determined ſupport from the 
City of London.“ | a ; 
1 /  Extraft of a letter from the common council of the City of 
London to the Earl of Shelburne} 


Weſtminſter Committee, June 13, 1780. 


Reſolved, ** That the thanks of this Committee be given to the Duke of 
Richmond, for his late motion in favour of an annual, equal, and univer- 
<« ſal repreſentation of the Commons; a meaſure which is founded on the 
„ broad bafis of conftitutional liberty, and the common rights of mankind ; 


and would in the opinion of this committee, be immediately produQtive 


44 of that parliamentary freedom and inde pendency, which it is the purpoſe 


on 


Surry Committee, Nor. 11, ard Weſfminfter Committee, Nov. 17, 1780. 


Reſolved, That the voice of the Commons of England is no leſs ne- 
% ccffary. for every legiſlative purpoſe, than that of either the Sovereign or 
% the Lords—and that therefore the people claint it as their juſt and inherent privie 
% lege to correct the abuſes of repreſentation, whenever ſuch abuſes ſhall have 


o increaſed, .as to rob them of their "conſtitutional ſhare in their own 
government.“ 6 


At a full Meeting of the Grand Jury, Gentlemen, and Freeholders of the 
| County of Galway, March 31, 1782. „ 


Refolved, That when we daily ſee the mandate of the miniſter ſuper- 
ſede all convict ion in debate hen placed and penfioned members of Par- 
hament notoriouſly ſupport in public, meaſures, which they condemn in 

«6 private—when the hirelings of corruption avow, and Government has 

exemplified in recent inflances of diſtinguiſhed public characters, that to 

© vote according to conſcience amounts to a diſqualification to hold any ofice 
in the ſervice of our country, it is time for the people to look to themſelves, and 
in great national queſtions to aſſert their right co centroul thoſe, who owe 


<< their political exiſtence to their breath, and may be annibilated by their diſs | 
« pleaſure. : 


